Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #16 


August 15, 2020 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
"REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES". 
Others were added to my list of interested collectors after I announced my "38 Most 
Common Die Marriages" would be emailed once a month, starting in August, 2019 at the 
ANA Coin Show in Chicago. 


One collector, John D. of Chicago, bought my book in January, 2019. In May, 2019, he 
reported that he had found (2) 1837 GR-26's and had them certified by NGC. After doing 
research, I discovered that all 1837 GR-23's had the reverse of 1837 GR-25, therefore 
1837 GR-26 does not exist. I am sure John was disappointed when I explained it to him. 


Still John continued to report his rare finds of Reeded Edge Halves to me. This month, 
John outbid me on ebay for the 1837 GR-25 shown below: 
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1837 GR-25 is the 6th rarest Reeded Edge Half Dollar. Only the following 5 die 
marriages are rarer: 


1. 1839-O GR-3 R-8 1 known 
2. 1839-O GR-2 R-8 2 known 
3. 1838-O GR-1 R-7 10 known 
4, 1839 GR-1 R-7 11 known 
5. 1838 GR-5 R-7? 12 to 13 known (one not verified) 


Since I already owned a Prime 1837 GR-25 and a Middle Die Stage, it was important for 
me to bid on the 1837 GR-25 (shown on previous page) as it was a very attractive, Very 
Late Die Stage and obviously one of the Top 4 or 5 in the condition census. When I saw 
my bid of $1,576.01 was outbid, I immediately thought, I hope John won the coin. Later, 
he informed me that he had won it for $1,601.01. A NCS AU Details specimen had sold 
for $1,800 in a Heritage Auction on June 15, 2018. 


John has also reported to me, that he owns an 1839 GR-2 and an 1839 GR-3 (both R-5+) 
and an 1837 GR-1 and an 1837 GR-11 (both R-5). Iam sure John will have at least 51 
out of 56 known die varieties when the 2nd Census comes out (November 2021, 
hopefully). Only Dr. Charles Link, an Old Time Collector and myself will have more. 


Actually, my son could have 52 out of 56 as he already has 10 of the 14 rarest after 
starting in January, 2019. 

ANYONE, that follows my advice and purchases the "38 Most Common Die Marriages" 
will be surprised how many of the Top 18 they will also find. Collecting Reeded Edge 
Halves by Die Stage is also wide open. 


Last month, 1837 GR-13 was the featured die marriage. I have seen several specimens 
on ebay since last month's Newsletter #15. If you would have started in August, 2019, 
you might have 8 or 9 die marriages by now. Once you learn the 38 most common, any 
different die marriage will probably be in the Top 18. If you don't have Graham's book 
or my book, you could always go to my website "holeduscoins.com" and search through 
my Reeded Edge Halves with large photos. 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


1837 GR-14 


This die marriage is very common, listed as R-1 (over 1,000 known). It is composed of 
Obverse 10 and Reverse M (in Graham's book), both single use dies. Graham lists a 
census of 66(PL), 65, 64, 64, 63, 62, 62, 62, 61, 61, 61, 60, 60 and 60 published in 2012. 
In my Reeded Edge Census reported in the November, 2018 J R Journal, I had: 64, 62, 
62, 62, 62, 61, 55, 53, 50, 45, 45, 40 and 12 reported by JRCS and Bust Half Nut 
members. 
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For Die Stage collectors, this is an excellent die marriage to study as Graham lists 6 
different reverse die stages. 
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1837 GR-14 PCGS MS61 Obverse MDS (Photo courtesy of Heritage) 


Graham mentions that he has not seen an obverse that didn't have the arching break 
shown on the above specimen, thus making this coin easy to identify. He also states that 
the 7 is higher than 183 and tilted slightly to the left. The 7 is recut on the top and left 
side of the serif. On this specimen it appears to have a clash mark on Liberty's Bust. 


Jules Reiver listed this coin as 1837 JR-7 in his Variety Identification Manual. 





1837 GR-14 PCGS MS61 Reverse MDS (Photo courtesy of Heritage) 


Most of the reverses I have seen have the die cracks shown on the above coin. I have not 
been able to fine a Prime reverse. Graham mentions the reverse comes weakly struck in 
the dentils from 12 o'clock to 3 o'clock, even on Early Die Stages (as seen above). I see 5 
out of 5 of the die breaks mentioned in Graham book. One would think this is a Late Die 
Stage by that standard. 





1837 GR-14 PCGS XF45 Reverse Very Late Die Stage 


The above specimen is one of two that I have seen that is a Very Late Die Stage. The 
dentils appear to be gone, there is a thick crack connecting the bottoms of TE and there 
are lumps in the crack in the field below UNIT. There is also another crack that starts in 
the upper left portion of the shield, crosses Line 3, continues heavily through the arrow 
feathers and through the end of the olive stem and finishes through EN to the rim. The 
crack through the bottom of AMERICA is now much heavier and the crack from the left 
wing tip, through the leaves and tops of 50 CE is also much heavier. 


Next month, in Newsletter #17, I will be showing photos and information on the 1837 
GR-15 die marriage. It is rated R-3 (201 to 500 known). 


Additional Commentary 


Last month, I improved my 1837 GR-1 with a NGC AU55 specimen that I won 
unattributed in a Heritage Auction for $468.00. This coin is rated R-5 (31 to 75 known). 
Graham mentioned in his book that he had only seen about 15 specimens in the 15 years 
before he wrote his book. 


Another collector, also picked up a nice unattributed 1837 GR-1 on ebay for $871.00. It 
was described as GEM UNC+++ but wasn't certified. This die marriage was 1837 JR-1 
in Jules Reiver's VIM where he described it as "Heavy crack from bottom of bust - down 
to dentil - looks like a bolt of lightning”. 


Again, if you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half Dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please email me at bustcoin1 @verizon.net or 
send them to: 


Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes it's J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles 
that are published, including New Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, 
mint processes, die stage information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. 
Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


